Homes for Ukraine
Teignbridge Newsletter - April 2024

For Ukrainian Guests and their Hosts Living in Teignbridge

Welcome to another newsletter! In this newsletter you can find information on what’s
coming up, regular meetings and useful information that we’d like to share.

—

What’s coming up:

April 2024 - Free Childcare for 2 year-olds

From April 2024, 2-year-olds can receive 15 hours of funded childcare. It is now possible to start
applying for this, according to this article:
Free childcare: When will the 15 hours for two-year-olds begin? (bbc.co.uk)

You can use the 15 free childcare hours that you are eligible for, to reduce your overall childcare bill
if your child is in childcare for more than 15 hours. You can also see if you are eligible to apply for
help with the rest of the bill from Universal Credit.

See Help With Childcare - Ukrainian Refugee Help - for more information. Childcare places are
hard to find due to demand, so it is recommended to plan ahead and apply as soon as you can to

get into the childcare provider of your choice.

—
Regular Meetings:

Teignbridge-wide

Support and Advice Session

Location — The Courtenay Centre, Kingsteignton Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 2QA

Time — 1pm to 4pm every Tuesday

CVS and Citizens Advice ‘Homes for Ukraine’ support workers are available to answer questions and
give advice to all Homes for Ukraine Hosts and Guests living in Teignbridge district. We can also
request Teignbridge District Council’s Homes for Ukraine caseworker to attend, to offer advice and
support about housing. Volunteer translators will be on-hand to provide support.

Please ensure you pre-book if you want a dedicated appointment with one of the team.

Contact Jane: cvsteignbridge@gmail.com



read://https_www.bbc.co.uk/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Feducation-62036045
https://ukrainianrefugeehelp.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6f8ce6dd56cae76c8e5602aa&id=50aa08b382&e=7cebd9635d
mailto:cvsteignbridge@gmail.com

We also offer a drop-in service if you would like to ask for general advice from one of the staff or
volunteers.

Newton Abbot

Monthly Ukrainian Meet Up and Craft

Location — The Courtenay Centre, Kingsteignton Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 2QA

Time — 10.30am to 12.30pm, every month on Saturdays.

A chance to meet for a chat, have a hot drink and do some craft. For more information, contact
Peta: centremanager@newtonabbotcic.org.uk

Weekly (term-time) Morning Playgroup for Parents

Location — The Courtenay Centre, Kingsteignton Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 2QA

Time - 10am to 12pm every Friday (term-time only)

Come to the Courtenay Centre for a community playgroup for toddlers and parents, free of charge.

It’s a chance to chat with others (including Ukrainian parents) and have a cup of tea or coffee.
For more information about this and details of other meetings and events contact: Peta -
centremanager@newtonabbotcic.org.uk

Dawlish

Monthly Informal Bring and Share

Location — The Riverside Centre (next to the Manor House), Old Town Street, Dawlish EX7 9AP
Time — 6pm to 9pm, every month on Saturdays — the next one is on Saturday 27 April.

An evening for Ukrainian guests. Light refreshments provided but bring a dish to share if you can.

Parking available.
Information about this and other events on Helping Dawlish
https://helpingdawlish.co.uk/information-for-ukrainian-guests-and-hosts/

Exminster

Social drop-ins

Location — Emmanuel Chapel, Exminster EX6 8BR

Time — 6pm, Fridays

We also have some EAL (English as an Additional Language) classes and craft nights.

Please contact info@connectexminster.co.uk if you would like to find out about dates and details of

these events, what else is happening in Exminster and want to meet other Ukrainians in the
community.

We have an Exminster Hosts and an Exminster Ukrainian What’s app group you are welcome to
join; please contact: Maryna Vasylynenko, marina.vasilinenko@gmail.com, Tel: 07391 427085 for

further information

Teignmouth

Monthly Support Group
Location — Teignmouth Baptist Church Hall, Fore St, Teignmouth TQ14 8DZ
Time — 6 pm to 8 pm, every month on Saturdays. The next one is Saturday 6% April.

Subsequent meetings planned: 4" May, 8t June, 6% July.
The group offers a chance for adults to talk, eat and drink together, whilst the children do crafts and
play board games in a separate area.

For further details, or if you would like to offer help to run the group, please whatsapp Viktoriia on
07467 346900 or David on 07815 721753.
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mailto:marina.vasilinenko@gmail.com

For general information and details of meetings and events in Teignmouth area please contact:
Julia Street: 01626 771695 or email info@volunteeringinhealth.co.uk
David Leyland: 07815 721753 or email davidleyland@hotmail.com

—

English Lessons:

Face-to-face Lessons

English lessons on Thursdays from 10am — 12pm
Location: Courtenay Centre, Kingsteignton Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 2QA
To book a place: Please contact Peta Richards-Jones centremanager@newtonabbotcic.org.uk.

Free online English classes for Ukrainian refugees

Some people may find it difficult to get to daytime English classes, especially if they are working.
Here is a list of teacher-led online courses:

e For Ukrainians, STEP Ukraine - an intensive, virtual, 12-week English language and
employment programme run by World Jewish Relief. Find more information and apply on
their website.

e There are some introductory online courses being offered by the Open University for
Ukrainians: Free online resources for Ukrainians settling in the UK and Ireland — Openlearn —
Open University

e There are also some free and cheap courses being offered by the British Council: Learn
English Online | British Council. They also have an app called ‘IELTS Prep’
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.britishcouncil.ieltsprep), which you can
use to prepare for IELTS tests.

e There are also free ESOL classes offered online here: https://www.esolcourses.com/.

e There is also a recommended free Youtube channel called ‘OK English’
(https://www.youtube.com/@ok-english), which offers lessons and tests for elementary (A1)
to advanced (C2) levels. See https://www.youtube.com/@ok-english. The first video under
‘Home’ explains how to use the material. You can search for the channel which is appropriate
for your level such as ‘OK English Elementary’ and subscribe to it.

¢ Klik2Learn - a limited number of licences are available for an online learning platform.
Contact us if you're interested.

e For Ukrainian and Hong Kong BNO learners, Flash Academy - licences available for an online
learning platform where you can access lessons at all levels on language, grammar, or
structure points. Further details and the application form can be found here.

If you would like to sign-up for any of the online lessons or if you are struggling to find a suitable
ESOL course, please email us at ESOL@devon.gov.uk and we'll be happy to help you.

Please also Cc Ali Evans: Ali@teigncvs.org.uk so she can follow-up to ensure you get a place on the
course.

Here are details of the Learn Devon options in 2024:

Learn Devon — Passmore Edwards Centre, Market Street, Newton Abbot TQ12 2RJ.
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ESOL classes starting September 2024 - click here for more details

Tel: 01392 384094 Email: newtonabbot@Ilearndevon.co.uk

Employment support:

If you require support with any of the following, please contact: ali@teigncvs.org.uk:
e Writing your CV and covering letters
e Looking for jobs and job applications
e Preparing for interviews
e Education and training opportunities
e Volunteering opportunities

You can also attend the Job Club in Newton Abbot:

Every Thursday 10am-1pm

LiBraries
Unlimired ' ’ Book through library:
G ET T H AT J B Newton Abbot Library TQ12 2RJ
work seeker sessions 01626 886223
BE}\!OOIJ b newtonabbot.library@librariesunlimited.com

=
Free employabhility support : Thatsare

Open to all
with additional support for any speakers of other languages.

PERKTHEJEN
NPEBECTH

TRADUIRE

* Connections with local employers

* Updating CVs and covering letters

+ Interview preparation

¢+ Job hunting and career progression

* Multilingual resources

+ Referral to ESOL classes, training courses, and business mentoring

Devonflr  TORBAY COUNCIL

Self-Employment:

More of our Ukrainian guests are looking into self-employment so that they can use their skills and
work doing something they really enjoy.

If you would like any support with employment or self-employment, please contact Ali Evans:
ali@teigncvs.org.uk or call/text/WhatsApp mobile 07776 845030 to arrange an appointment.

Careers in training and technology:

Whilst we always recommend attending local face to face classes or signing up for the STEP Ukraine

| World Jewish Relief programme to improve your English and to get employment support from a

coach as well, for those of you interested in technology careers, we have information to share
regarding a couple of options for Ukrainian refugees.
UK-Ukraine TechBridge

The UK-Ukraine TechBridge was announced recently as a collaboration between the UK and

Ukrainian Governments and offers access to training and certifications from top technology
companies such as Oracle. For more information, see the press release

here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-ukraine-techbridge-launches-skills-training-for-

tech-careers - which gives a link to the TechBridge website.

Re:Coded and Slack

We also have details of an offer for IT training from Re:Coded (an organisation helping displaced

people develop tech skills) and Slack (part of Salesforce, a leading IT company), who want to
support refugees into IT careers.
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There are two programmes (referred to as 'bootcamps' or in other words, intensive training): UX/UI
Design and Fullstack Software Development Bootcamps. Please find a PDF overview of the

programs here.
What is on offer?
¢ Interactive Expert Classes: Experience live, expert-led online training.

¢ Community Support: Connect with like-minded tech enthusiasts.

o Future-Ready Skills: Acquire competencies for today's and tomorrow's tech landscape.

o Post-Bootcamp Career Plan: Leverage a 3-month strategy to steer your career post-

bootcamp.

e No Tuition Fees: Enjoy this educational experience with a scholarship from Slack
Discover more and apply here:

e UX/UI Bootcamp, click here: https://bit.ly/3uRNk71 (Deadline April 1st)

e Fullstack Bootcamp, click here: https://bit.ly/49DtVWk (Deadline May 1st)
This program and scholarship spots are fully funded by Slack from Salesforce. Details of eligibility

criteria are in the application form.

—

Other news and useful information:

NHS Dentists

As you are aware, there is a massive lack of provision of dental care in the UK at present. The
Government have set up an initiative to try and relieve the pressure a little and you may be able to
get some treatment when you need it, but it is still very difficult to permanently register with a NHS
dentist. Here is some general information that might help you:

- Dental care in the UK is generally not free.

- Some dentists only see private patients. If you can afford this, you should be able to register at a
private dental surgery of your choice, although even these sometimes have waiting lists.

- Some dentists see NHS patients and fees are reduced (compared to private dentist fees). - NHS
patients who are children, people on Universal Credit and those on pension Credit, check-ups and
treatment are free (tell the dentist when you book your appointment).

- There are usually long waiting lists to join NHS dental surgeries, some run their own waiting lists
and others take people from the Devon waiting list Tel: 03330 263300.

- You can search for a NHS dentist using this link, it will tell you if they are currently taking NHS
patients, however this is rarely up to date, so you will need to call the surgeries to find out if they
are taking patients: Find a dentist - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

Using the search above, we have found the following dentists who are currently seeing people as
NHS patients for a course of treatment only. You will need to register as a temporary patient and
then call daily to try and get an appointment:
e Devon Villa Dental Practice — 98 Queen Street, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 2ET. Tel: 01626
369866. Online: Visit dentists website
e Whitecross Dental Care Limited — Unit 2-3, St. Marychurch Court, 1170 ST. Marychurch
Road, Torquay, Devon, TQ1 4TY. Tel: 01803 328113. Online: Visit dentists website

Elective home education (EHE)

Any Ukrainian child not in a UK school must be registered as Electively home educated (EHE), or they
risk being a ‘child missing in education’. Even if they are accessing Ukrainian online teaching all day,
they must be registered in the UK for either school or EHE.

To register as EHE — Call: 01392 287230 or email: electivehomeeducation@devon.gov.uk
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Year 11/16 years old - Education Support

If you have a student aged 16 years or older who is struggling to find courses or needs support,
Career South West (CSW) are commissioned by Devon County Council to provide this service.
Go to: Home - CSW Group Ltd.

What can parents/children expect and request from schools?

e Access to 25 hours of education a week.

e Aninterpreter to be booked for parent meetings — parents may have to remind schools to
book this. No child or sibling should act as an interpreter, as this can cause a safeguarding
concern. This should be a professional over the age of 18.

e The school should complete EAL proficiency assessments regularly to understand language
development and set targets.

e Access to technology such as translation apps to help with classroom learning.

e Intervention, such as pre-teaching and targeted learning on keywords and grammar.

e If a child is struggling due to the language barrier, the school has a duty, as part of their legal
Equality Duty to ensure that the needs of the learner are met and therefore they should
arrange bilingual support and further intervention.

e More details on the UK education system can be found in a parent One minute guide for
parents and guardians on the UK education system — English/ Russian / Ukrainian

Births and Marriages

We realise that it's becoming more common for Ukrainian guests living in the UK to be going
through these life events. The Ukrainian Refugee Help website has published some guidance on
these situations: https://ukrainianrefugeehelp.co.uk/births-and-marriages/

Previously listed items...

Visa Extension

You’ve probably all heard the news that the new ‘Ukraine Permission Extension’ Scheme has been
announced by the UK Government (not to be confused with the current ‘Ukraine Extension Scheme’
(see below).

Those who arrived in the UK under ‘Homes for Ukraine’, ‘Ukraine Family’ or ‘Ukraine Extension’
schemes and were given 3 years leave (permission) to remain in the UK, will be able to apply to
extend this by another 18 months under the new Ukraine ‘Permission Extension’ Scheme. This
makes the total length of time possible to stay a maximum of 4 years and 6 months for those who
already have a visa (BRP). This scheme will be open to applicants 3 months before their original visa

end-date. It will not be an automatic extension. We advise you to apply as soon as you are eligible.
Here is a link to the details: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme information - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk) . Keep checking the information on this page for updates.

Changes to Ukraine specific Visa Schemes

Here is a summary of the changes to the various visa schemes:

‘Homes for Ukraine’ Visa scheme — which allows individuals in the UK (known as ‘sponsors’ or
‘hosts’) to provide a home to Ukrainians. As of 19t February 2024, the criteria to be a sponsor under

‘Homes for Ukraine’ scheme were tightened, details can be found here: Eligibility, safeguarding, DBS

and accommodation checks: Homes for Ukraine - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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This scheme now allows the applicant an 18-month visa, here is the link for new applications: Apply
for a visa under the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
(after which an application for the 18-month ‘Ukraine Permission Extension’ Scheme can be made).

‘Ukraine Family’ Visa scheme — for Ukrainians whose relatives already have the right to remain in
the UK on a permanent basis. As of 19t" February 2024, this scheme is now CLOSED.

‘Ukraine Extension’ Visa scheme — whereby Ukrainians who already had valid visas on certain dates,
or were already in the UK, could apply to have their visas effectively extended. This scheme will be
closing on 16" May 2024.

Useful Website

There are many sources of information on the internet offering advice to Guests and Hosts who are
involved in the Homes for Ukraine scheme, and it is often difficult to know which one is reliable. This
website seems to offer accurate and up-to-date information and can be a very useful guide for a
variety of topics. Why not take a look to see what it covers...

https://ukrainianrefugeehelp.co.uk/

...Of course, Jane and Ali are also here to answer your questions and provide support, either by
email, phone or face-to face, or to signpost you to other individuals and agencies as appropriate. We
can also have a translator on-hand to provide support where necessary; contact details below.

—
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